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Kim van Alkemade is the author of the historical novel Orphan # 8. Her
creative nonfiction essays have appeared in literary journals including 4 laska
Quarterly Review, CutBank, and So To Speak.

Van Alkemade spent eight years writing Orphan # 8. Her research grew from an
interest in the Hebrew Orphan Asylum of New York, where her grandfather and
uncles grew up. The inspiration for her novel specifically came from a motion
she found made by orphanage directors in 1920 for the purchase of wigs for
children who had been used for radiation experiments.

She holds a BA in English and History and an MA and PhD in English.
Alkemade lives in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and is a writing professor at
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania.

Kim Van Alkemade had moxie...Orphan
#8 bI'l.IIlS with comphcat.ed pa331.ons e T vailable August 4, 2015
and pitch-perfect historical details. A o e
riveting, memorable debut.” |

—Catherine Zobal Dent, author of
Unfinished Stories of Girls

“With rare honesty and emotional courage,
Alkemade tackles some of the largest ethical
questions of our time. Orphan #8 will leave
you breathless, eager to turn each page.”
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Orphan #8

—Dolen Perkins-Valdez,
author of Balm and Wench
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